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Retentions 

• SBF fully supports the CPG’s view that withholding cash retentions on public construction 

contracts is an outmoded practice that damages contractors’ cash flow and financial 

viability; 

• We note with concern reports that the retentions linked to the contract for the new Forth 

Replacement Crossing may be withheld for a period of as many as ten years instead of the 

normal period of 12 months; 

• We would recommend that the CPG make representations to the Infrastructure and Capital 

Investment Committee as part of its scrutiny of the Forth Road Bridge Bill that provisions 

within the contract relating to retentions be reviewed – and to make the Committee aware 

of the CPG’s adopted position on retentions as set out in the Retention Paper. 

 

Solving the Prequalification Problem – Update on the Use of the sPQQ by the Scottish 

Government’s Procurement & Commercial Directorate  

• SBF continues to have significant concerns about the costs and administrative burden 

associated with Scotland’s constipated public procurement system; 

• We believe that the introduction of a standardised PQQ for the award of publicly funded 

construction contracts is long overdue and needs to be introduced as a matter of absolute 

priority; 

• Beyond this, public authorities remain guilty of mismanaging the pre-qualification process 

with the effect that, in the worst cases, we know of tender shortlists that have run to 

upwards of 20 individual contractors; 

• We urge the introduction of a system whereby unsuccessful shortlisted contractors are 

entitled to be reimbursed some or all of the associated costs of procurement to encourage 

public authorities to manage the process much more efficiently; 

• We have successfully spearheaded a campaign to require all workers employed on a publicly 

funded construction site to carry CSCS cards. We would like to know how the Scottish 

Government intends to utilise the introduction of this requirement as an opportunity to 

streamline other aspects of the procurement process. 


